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velopment of Negro youth. Some Negroes, they found, accept
their inferior status without apparent bad personality effects.
Others develop aggressive, chip-on-the-shoulder attitudes, trying
to "get back at" white people. Still others become servile, hum-
ble, and submissive. Among the factors determining a Negro's
reaction are his experience with white people, his family training,
age, intelligence, economic status, and prevalent attitudes in his
community.
Effects upon personality of minority group membership has
been studied less than other social influences. Present indications,
however, such as the American Youth Commission studies, point
to greater future interest and research in this area.
Economic Factors
Just how much ecgnomic^aejors affect personality is hard to
say, but their influence is very extensive. Poverty contributes to
many, but by no means all cases of delinquency. The clinical psy-
chologist G. M. Louttit says that the conditions which accom-
pany poverty (poor neighborhood, overcrowding at home, paren-
tal worry, and inharmonious homes) do more to cause juvenile
delinquency than poverty itself. His conclusion is based on data
of Burt, Healy, and the Gluecks. ix
JAMES S. PLANT, psychiatrist and director of New Jersey's
Essex County Juvenile Clinic, finds that overcrowded living con-
ditions accompanying poverty influence personality in unfortu-
nate ways. Overcrowding, Plant says, means little or no personal
privacy, no chance to develop a sense of individuality or to look
objectively at oneself. It involves also the strain of constantly hav-
ing to get along with others.
Certain advantages, on the other hand, may arise from low
economic position. Arnold Gesell, director of the Yale Clinic of
Child Development, and an associate found poor children better
able to care for themselves than upper class children of the same*
age. But the poorer children fell behind in intelligence scores,!